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Message to the Catholic Community from the Catholic Education Service.
Last year the Government promised to lift the 50% cap on faith admissions for
new religious schools. This policy had proved to be an effective ban on any new
Catholic schools as our Bishops ruled that opening a Catholic school that tuned
away Catholics for being Catholic was against Canon Law. The 50% cap was a
policy that specifically targeted Catholics as Catholic schools are popular with
parents of all faiths and none. Last September the Government acknowledged
the cap was unfair to the Catholic community and pledged to scrap it. The
Conservatives even included a commitment to remove it in their manifesto.
Unfortunately, the feedback we are getting is that the Secretary of State for
Education is thinking about U-turning on this and breaking the Government’s
promise to Catholics. The Catholic community now needs to make its collective
voice heard and tell the Secretary of State that this level of discrimination
against Catholic schools, parents and children will not be tolerated. As such we
are urging Catholics to write to the Secretary of State and their MP expressing
their concern that this promise to our community could be broken. These
letters
can
be
easily
sent
by
following
this
link,
http://catholicnews.org.uk/education-cap inserting your details and clicking
‘send’.
Pope Francis December Intentions: The Elderly.
That the elderly, sustained by families and Christian communities, may apply their
wisdom and experience to spreading the faith and forming the new generations.

Prayer for the Advent Wreath

Lord, our God, we praise You for Your Son, Jesus Christ,
for He is Emmanuel, the Hope of all people.
He is the Wisdom that teaches and guides us.
He is the Saviour of us all.
O Lord,
let your blessing come upon us as we light
the first (purple) candle of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ's promise of salvation.
May He come quickly and not delay.
We ask this in His holy name.
Amen.

Clergy:
Fr. Gabriel Offor
Dn Joseph S.
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3rd – 10th December 2017
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10am
11.30am

Fr Mariano Tarrosa RIP
Pat O’Rourke RIP

10am

Cathy McCreach's intention

6.30pm

Christine Hipwell RIP - Anniversary

10am

Veronicah Mukani & Grace Wanjiku

10am

Veronicah Mukani & Grace Wanjiku

10am
10am

Pat O'Connor - Speedy recovery
Pat O'Rourke RIP

11.30am

Constanca Pereira Carvalho RIP

Is 63:16-17, 64:1.3-8
1 Cor 1:3-9
Mk 13:33-37

Is 11:1-10
Lk 10:21-24
Is 25:6-10
Mt 15:29-37
Is 26:1-6
Mt 7:21.24-27
Gen 3:9-15.20
Eph 1:3-6.11-12
Lk 1:26-38
Is 30:19-21.23-26
Mt 9:35-10:1.6-8
Is 40:1-5.9-11
2 Pt 3:8-14
Mk 1:1-8

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 1 hour each day before weekly Mass
Sacrament of Reconciliation after Mass on Saturday, or whenever required.

Feasts of the week: Thursday, St. Ambrose, bishop and doctor.
Friday, The Immaculate Conception of the BVM.
Please note: Children Liturgy is available at both Masses on Sunday.
Please remember in your prayers all the sick and housebound people of the parish.

Wilfred Barreto RIP. Funeral Mass on Thursday 14th December 2017 at 1pm,
followed by a burial at Gilroes Cemetery at 2.00pm. Our deepest and sincere
condolences to his family and friends.
Christmas Carol - There will be a Christmas Carol Service before the
Christmas Vigil Mass. If you would like to sing solo please do let Fr. Gabriel
know.
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass: the children of the parish are invited to dress up
as nativity characters at this very special mass. In addition these children will
take the lead in singing the carol "Away in a Manger," to the remainder of the
congregation. Older children are also invited to take part and dress up as
carol singers. We look forward to seeing them all there.
ABBA Christmas musical to be reprised. By public demand, “Mother Mary” the
musical version of the Christmas story with specially written words to the music of
“Mamma Mia” is being presented once again in Hinckley this year. A choir of 75
people and a group of people with learning difficulties will be presenting the 18
song musical at St. Peter’s Church, Hinckley on Thursday January 14 and Tuesday
January 19, St. Mary’s Church, Loughborough on Friday December 15 and St.
Joseph’s Church, Leicester on Monday December 18 all at 7.30pm. A unique
‘interactive’ feature of the production is that the audience are invited to sing the
songs with the cast, who are at presented very excited at the opportunity of
presenting it again. Tickets are £5 for adults, £3 concessions and, because of
generous sponsorship, the entire proceeds will be distributed to charities in
Hinckley, Loughborough and Leicester just in time for Christmas. Details from St.
Peter’s Priory, Leicester Rd., Hinckley LE10 1LW (Tel.01455 634443) or
hinckleypriory@gmail.com
Marriage preparation Courses for engaged couples to be held on four Saturdays
at St Patrick’s church hall, Beaumont Leys Lane, Leicester LE4 2BD on the
following
dates:
10th March,
2018 - 21st April,
2018 7th July,
2018 and 15th September, 2018. If you are interested, please see Fr. Gabriel and
ask for a booking form.
Could you help to inspire and empower children and young people in our
Catholic schools and churches to bring alive their sense of global justice? Could
you give an assembly in a local school or help with a Confirmation preparation
session in church? Supported by CAFOD with training and resources, you will relish
the time you spend discussing issues of global justice with children and young
people. You will add to parish and school life, complementing the work of
teachers, priests and catechists. “When people are in need, giving money is not
the only way to help. With volunteering, you give your time and skills to make a
difference.” If you can hel, please email Maggie Mairura mmairura@cafod.org.uk

Pilgrimages: There are two pilgrimages next year, picking up from Leicester.
One in April to Lisieux and one in June to Lourdes & Nevers. If you would like

to find out more, contact Fr John McCay on 0115 981 0320 Email
jmccay1982@yahoo.co.uk See details in church porch.

Financial details: Loose Plate £221.01. Envelopes £339.25. Thank you very much
for your kind donations.
300 Club: 24 November £100 Mrs C Flanagan (14). £50 S. Vidanapatirana (179). £25
M George (217), M Niland (212).
A huge thank you to all that organised our Christmas Bazaar, to the stall holders and the
caterers. To all that have donated prizes for the raffle and goods to be sold.
And to those who have spent money and worked behind the scenes.
A huge social event that raised £1,275. Thank you so much again.

Parish Hall Bookings. For any enquiries on how to book the Hall, please contact
07527829413or email moghallbooking@gmail.com

*** CAFOD: World Gift Catalogue available at the back of the Church ****
Christmas Appeal 2017.
Please support the local charity Action Homeless, who have many hostels around the
city, including one for abused women and their children. Public expenditure cuts
make it very difficult for them to find money for basic toiletries such as soap,
toothpaste, shower gels etc. Please help if you can by also leaving items such as
chocolates, biscuits etc. under the table in the church porch. Thank you for your
support

Thought for the week: "I am determined to be cheerful and happy in whatever
situation I may find myself. For I have learned that the greater part of our misery or
unhappiness is determined not by our circumstance but by our disposition." Martha
Washington
It will soon be Christmas! Please buy your Christmas cards, diaries,
candles etc. from the Repository Stall. Also Christian postage
stamps, which are available at any major Post Offices.

If You have a charity box please bring it to church to be emptied. Thank you.
Also collect your free 2018 Calendar.
Urgent Appeal.
We need more drivers to bring our eldest parishioners to church on

Sunday. If you can help, please speak to Maila Taylor.

