Dear Parishioners,
We are all facing a very challenging and uncertain periods as the fear of the
corona virus epidemic is making its effect felt in our normal daily lives. Due to
the circumstances surrounding this corona virus, unfortunately we have to stop
all public services, especially the Holy Mass. The Psalmist in Psalm 121, invites
us to turn to our Lord our God; in these moments we should not lose hope but
instead evermore firmly rely in his providence. The Lord is our guardian; the Lord
is at your side and you in his shade…
I am aware that few of our parishioners are doing prayerful sacrifices but as a
community I request you all to join with me in a continuous chain prayer
initiative. Only prayer can rejuvenate us and give us the vigour to overcome such
difficult times.
This chain prayer should be done daily starting from 06:00 – 22:00 hrs. Each
individual (can be children or even a family) will have a 30-minute slot. As it is a
chain of prayer so please take initiative to fill the available slots. I would like you
to include the following prayers in your chain prayer schedule:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Divine Mercy Chaplet
Holy Rosary
Spiritual Communion
Psalm 23: Lord is my shepherd
Gospel Passage

Please don’t hurry through the prayers to complete it in 30 minutes; in as much
it is a communal prayer initiative it also has a personal dimension. These prayers
should nourish each one of us and infuse within us the Christian unity and
brotherhood that which this world urgently needs. To join this prayer chain
please use this link: https://chat.whatsapp.com/JmTDS5HLDffHcTDyqHvjvd
I would also like to start a practical initiative - a Help Desk for the needy. In
these times there are people in our communities who face a variety of
difficulties, so it is our responsibility to be charitable and supportive. If anybody
is in need please contact: 07586700914. I am very happy that some of our
parishioners have volunteered for this purpose.
Only through our prayers and our charitable initiatives, will we come out of this
miserable time, as a new and holy people of our God.
Keeping you all in my prayers,
With prayerful regards
Fr. George Thomas Chelackal,
Parish Priest
Mother of God Church, Leicester.
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HOW TO JOIN THE MASS ONLINE

A YouTube channel has been created so that during this time Mass and other
devotions will be live-streamed from the chapel at Bishop’s House. This can be
found by searching for ‘Bishop Patrick McKinney’ on YouTube and it will also be
linked to his Facebook and Twitter accounts. Sunday Mass will be streamed at
10.00am this coming Sunday, 22nd March and each Sunday during this period.
Mass is streamed from St. Joseph’s, Goodwood Road, Leicester - search for “St
Joseph’s Leicester”.
Mass is also streamed from St. Barnabas Cathedral, Nottingham – search for St
Barnabas Cathedral Nottingham and watch the live video stream . Many other
Churches are currently streaming Mass online – here are some other possibilities
Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream
A variety of Parishes and Cathedrals https://www.churchservices.tv/churches/
The TV channel EWTN also has a daily Mass as well as a large number of resources
to keep us spiritually nourished over the coming weeks www.ewtn.com
Pope Francis March Intentions:
Catholics in China. We pray that the Church in China may persevere
in its faithfulness to the Gospel and grow in unity.
Please keep in your prayers all the sick and housebound people of the parish. If you
know of anyone who would like a visit from Father George, please let him know

Dear brothers in Christ,
Please note that this advice will be reviewed and developed as necessary
weekly.
The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, having consulted the Ordinaries
of the Dioceses, have agreed that the cessation of public liturgies should begin
from this Friday evening, 20th March 2020. Because of the situation the Church
finds herself in, the obligation for the faithful to attend Holy Mass on a Sunday or
Holy day of Obligation is removed, until further notice. Please do all you can let
your parishioners know this as soon as possible, especially those who are elderly
or in a vulnerable group, so that they do not feel anxious or worried about not
attending Mass. In preparation for the coming weekend I would suggest that you
put a clear notice on your parish website and on the church door making clear
that Mass is not being celebrated, but that the church is open for private prayer
before the Blessed Sacrament for a period of time throughout the morning
period, making sure that social distancing is taking place. For my part, I will
ensure that this letter is put on the diocesan website and on my Facebook and
Twitter accounts. I have also created a YouTube channel, so that during this time
Mass and other devotions will be live-streamed from the chapel at Bishop’s
House. This can be found by searching for ‘Bishop Patrick McKinney’ on YouTube
and it will also be linked to my Facebook and Twitter accounts.
I will be streaming Sunday Mass at 10am this coming Sunday, 22nd March and
each Sunday during this period. Other devotions will be advertised on my social
media channels. I invite you and your parishioners to join me this Friday
evening, March 20th at 7pm for a half hour period of Adoration, praying for
all who are suffering or affected by this virus. I encourage you to share this
with parishioners and on your own website/social media platforms as a small way
of remaining united in prayer as we begin this time in the diocese without public
Masses. I know that the Cathedral is also planning to stream Masses and there
may well be churches doing this in other parts of the diocese.
The following instruction is now given for the celebration of the Sacraments
and sacramentals of the Church at this time:
Celebrations of Holy Mass:
Priests (parish priest and assistant priests) who hold parochial office should
continue to celebrate Mass in a church within their parish without the faithful on
a daily basis. Other priests (i.e. retired from office or entrusted with a nonparochial ministry) may celebrate Mass without the faithful in a church, chapel or
their private home. Deacons should not participate in these celebrations. The
continuing celebration of Mass ensures that the faithful can join in spiritual
communion with the priests of the Church. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
states (1364): As often as the sacrifice of the Cross by which 'Christ our Pasch
has been sacrificed' is celebrated on the altar, the work of our redemption is
carried out. So please look upon your daily celebration of Mass, even if it is now
on your own, as a powerful way of interceding on behalf of your parishioners and
on behalf of everyone in our diocese. Liturgical resources for those at home,

including those for making a “Spiritual Communion” with the priest, will be
available on the CBCEW website and will soon also be put on our diocesan
website. Wherever possible, during this period, churches should remain open,
especially on Sundays, for individual private prayer, without any organised
services, and offering prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.
Baptisms:
Baptisms should be deferred until such time that the public health advice is that
congregations can gather safely. In case of necessity, baptisms should be
celebrated with all the hygiene precautions that have been laid down by the
Church in its COVID-19 advice.
Sacrament of Reconciliation:
Confession may be offered on request as long as hygiene and social distancing
requirements are observed (e.g. a physical barrier between the penitent and the
priest such as a grille and cloth). The use of Rite II and Rite III of the Rite of
Penance is not permitted as this, by necessity, requires the gathering of people
in our churches.
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion:
These celebrations should be postponed until a time that allows for families and
friends to gather safely within our churches.
Confirmation:
The celebrations of Confirmation should be deferred until such time that the
public health advice is that congregations can resume public worship.
Marriage:
If possible, the celebration of the sacrament of Matrimony should be deferred
until such time that people can gather in numbers safely. However, if this is not
possible and only in the most pressing of circumstances, then those present for
the marriage should be restricted to the celebrant, bride and groom and
immediate family, and if necessary, the legal Registrar.
Anointing of the Sick
No pastoral visits should be made to people who are self-isolating until the
isolation period ends. However, do offer phone support. When anointing the sick,
the Oil of the Sick can be applied using a cotton bud which can be burned
afterwards (one end for anointing the head and the other for the hands) and the
priest extends his hands over the sick person for the laying on of hands, without
physical contact. This has been confirmed as a valid mode of celebrating those
sacraments which involve “laying on of hands.” Visits to people in care homes or
hospitals should follow advice from the staff on infection control.
Sacraments of Initiation at the Easter Vigil:
No decision has yet been made. This will be dependent on the forthcoming
decisions of the Bishops’ Conference for the Holy Week ceremonies.

Funerals: It is so important that great pastoral sensitivity is shown to the
grieving relatives at this most difficult time for them. No Mass or service can
take place in church. The funeral service should take place at the graveside or
at a crematorium, subject to the conditions laid down by the cemetery or
crematorium authorities. Arrangements should be made for a Mass to be
celebrated in memoriam at a later time when congregations are allowed to
gather.
Care of all, including priests over 70 years of age or those
with chronic health conditions:
Some helpful advice on social distancing for all, including clergy, especially the
vulnerable with chronic health conditions and those over 70yrs of age will be sent
out tomorrow. It will also include ways in which we who are under 70 can express
support and care for our brothers who are over 70 or those with underlying
health conditions, especially when the government require that they go into
longer term self-isolation. I am grateful to Frances Cordes and our two VG’s for
their work on this. Thank you for your ministry, especially in these challenging
times.
Right Reverend Patrick McKinney Bishop of Nottingham

Prayer to Mary during Coronavirus Pandemic
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of Your People, know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God.
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial,
but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen.

A few words of encouragement from Pope Francis.
“Tonight before falling asleep think about when we will return to the street. When
we hug again, when all the shopping together will seem like a party. Let's think
about when the coffees will return to the bar, the small talk, the photos close to
each other. We think about when it will be all a memory but normality will seem an
unexpected and beautiful gift. We will love everything that has so far seemed
futile to us. Every second will be precious. Swims at the sea, the sun until late,
sunsets, toasts, laughter. We will go back to laughing together. Strength and
courage".

