Please follow this facebook link to join the online Mass service

Mother of God
Greencoat Road
Leicester
LE3 6NZ

We would like to let parishioners know, via our diocesan website and enewsletters, details of any live-streaming Mass times and prayer in your church.
St Barnabas Cathedral is live streaming Mass at 1 pm Monday-Friday and Sunday
at 10 am. These services are also recorded.
A retreat service is attached for individual prayer for parishioners, which can be
forwarded by email to those already on your list – downloadable at:
http://www.liturgyoffice.org.uk/Resources/Flu/index.shtml along with other
prayer services.

Useful website addresses
St JOSEPH'S MASS: on YOUTUBE St Joseph Leicester live Weekdays @10am Sunday
Mass @10.30 by Father John Daly.

Parish Priest:
Fr. George Thomas
gchelackal@gmail.com

(0116) 287 5232
mogparish@gmail.com
www.motherofgodleicester.co.uk
NRCDT- Registered Charity

Our Schools:
Christ the King Primary - 0116 2857261 - www.ctk.ik.org/p_Home.ikml
English Martyrs' Secondary - 0116 2428880 - www.emschool.co.uk/
Parish Hall Bookings: please contact 07586700914

St Barnabas Cathedral, Nottingham or online @11.am
19th April Sunday—weekday 1.00pm - Divine Mercy Sunday Devotions by the Bishop@
3.00—YouTube, or https://www.churchservices.tv/nottinghamcathedral?
fbclid=IwAR3oip9dyr1x3jr2szOJZqhbOId0T4EOJXNz5dlJ6pN7a_cPhpqWom_bAu8

Fourth Sunday of Easter
3rd – 10th May 2020

Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream.

World Day of Prayer for Vocations

The TV channel EWTN also has a daily Mass as well as a large number of resources to
keep us spiritually nourished over the coming weeks www.ewtn.com

My sheep hear my voice, I know them and they follow me

https://www.vaticannews.va/en.html listen to podcast Sunday gospel truth.

First Reading: Acts 2:14, 36-41

www.cbcew.org.uk/home/news-and-media/news/ www.heavensroadfm.com/
listen-now/

Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:20-25

A prayer for Vocations
God Our Father,
we thank you for calling men and women
to serve in your Son’s Kingdom, as Priests, Deacons,
and religious Men and Women.
Send your Holy Spirit to help others to respond generously
and courageously to your call. May we continue to support
and encourage vocations in our families
and in our Parish Community.
We ask this through Our Lord Jesus Christ your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
One God forever and ever
Amen.
Mary Immaculate: Pray for us.
St. Hugh of Lincoln: Pray for us.
All the Saint of our Diocese: Pray for us

Gospel: John 10:1-10
Father George is offering Holy Mass from Mother of God Church Presbytery
chapel through live stream during lockdown days. Available at
http://Facebook.com/gchelackal http://motherofgodleicester.co.uk
MONTH OF MAY 2020
Monday to Saturday: 08.45 a.m. : Adoration starts, Rosary, Benediction,
followed by Holy Mass (Malayalam)
05.30 p.m. Holy Mass (English)
Sunday:

10.30 a.m. Holy Mass (English)
03.30 p.m. Adoration starts, Rosary, Benediction
Followed by Holy Mass (Malayalam)

Pope Francis May Intentions: For Deacons. We pray that deacons, faithful
in their service to the Word and the poor, may be an invigorating symbol for
the entire Church.
Feasts of the week: Monday, The English Martyrs.

Readings and Gospel for Sunday 3rd May
First reading Acts 2:14, 36-41
On the day of Pentecost Peter stood up with the Eleven and addressed the crowd
in a loud voice: ‘The whole House of Israel can be certain that God has made this
Jesus whom you crucified both Lord and Christ.’ Hearing this, they were cut to
the heart and said to Peter and the apostles, ‘What must we do, brothers?’ ‘You
must repent,’ Peter answered ‘and every one of you must be
baptised in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise that was made is for you and your
children, and for all those who are far away, for all those whom the Lord our God
will call to himself.’ He spoke to them for a long time using many arguments, and
he urged them, ‘Save yourselves from this perverse generation.’ They were
convinced by his arguments, and they accepted what he said and were baptised.
That very day about three
thousand were added to their number.
Responsorial Psalm 23:1-6 The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want.
1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the
pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive
my drooping spirit.
2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If I should walk in
the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You are there with your crook and
your staff; with these you give me comfort.
3. You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my foes. My head you have
anointed with oil; my cup is overflowing.
4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. In the
Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever.
Second Reading: 1 Peter 2:20-25
The merit, in the sight of God, is in bearing punishment patiently when you are
punished after doing your duty. This, in fact, is what you were called to do,
because Christ suffered for you and left an example for you to follow the way
he took. He had not done anything wrong, and there had been no perjury in his
mouth. He was insulted and did not retaliate with insults; when he was tortured
he made no threats but he put his trust in the righteous judge. He was bearing
our faults in his own body on the cross, so that we might die to our faults and
live for holiness; through his wounds you have been healed. You had gone
astray like sheep but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of
your souls.

The Gospel: John 10:1-10
"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber; but he who enters by
the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep
hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he
has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for
they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him,
for they do not know the voice of strangers." This figure Jesus used with them,
but they did not understand what he was saying to them. So Jesus again said to
them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came before
me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did not heed them. I am the door; if
any one enters by me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.
The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly.
ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus, I believe that You are in the Blessed Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and long for You in my soul.
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually
into my heart. As though You have already come,
I embrace You and unite myself entirely to You;
never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
Prayer to Mary during Coronavirus Pandemic
O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of Your People, know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus,
who has taken upon himself our sufferings
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross,
to the joy of the resurrection. Under your protection,
we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God.
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial,
but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin.
Amen
This week we continue to pray …..
For all the sick and housebound people of the parish. We also pray for our NHS
Staff, the cleaners, the supermarket workers and all the people who are
supplying us with food during this period. All the people who are keeping the
country going during this lockdown.
Let also pray for each other.

LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS TO THE FAITHFUL
FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2020

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with
particular intensity their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is
traditional in this month to pray the Rosary at home within the family. The
restrictions of the pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this
“family” aspect, also from a spiritual point of view. For this reason, I want to
encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home in
the month of May. This can be done either as a group or individually; you can
decide according to your own situations, making the most of both opportunities.
The key to doing this is always simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to
find good models of prayers to follow. I am also providing two prayers to Our
Lady that you can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I myself will pray in
the month of May, in spiritual union with all of you. I include them with this
letter so that they are available to everyone. Dear brothers and sisters,
contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make us
even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of
trial. I keep all of you in my prayers, especially those suffering most greatly, and
I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great affection I send you
my blessing.
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020 Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist
First Prayer
O Mary,
You shine continuously on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, at the foot of the cross,
were united with Jesus’ suffering, and persevered in your faith.
“Protectress of the Roman people”, you know our needs, and we know that you
will provide, so that, as at Cana in Galilee, joy and celebration may return
after this time of trial. Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform ourselves to
the will of the Father and to do what Jesus tells us.
For he took upon himself our suffering, and burdened himself with our sorrows
to bring us, through the cross, to the joy of the Resurrection. Amen.
We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God;
Do not despise our petitions in our necessities, but deliver us always
from every danger, O Glorious and Blessed Virgin.
Second Prayer “We fly to your protection, O Holy Mother of God”.
In the present tragic situation, when the whole world is prey to suffering and
anxiety, we fly to you, Mother of God and our Mother, and seek refuge under
your protection. Virgin Mary, turn your merciful eyes towards us amid this
coronavirus pandemic. Comfort those who are distraught and mourn their loved
ones who have died, and at times are buried in a way that grieves them deeply.
Be close to those who are concerned for their loved ones who are sick and who,
in order to prevent the spread of the disease, cannot be close to them. Fill with
hope those who are troubled by the uncertainty of the future and the
consequences for the economy and employment.

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, that
this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. Plead
with your divine Son, as you did at Cana, so that the families of the sick and the
victims be comforted, and their hearts be opened to confidence and trust.
Protect those doctors, nurses, health workers and volunteers who are on the
frontline of this emergency, and are risking their lives to save others. Support
their heroic effort and grant them strength, generosity and continued health.
Be close to those who assist the sick night and day, and to priests who, in their
pastoral concern and fidelity to the Gospel, are trying to help and support
everyone. Blessed Virgin, illumine the minds of men and women engaged in
scientific research, that they may find effective solutions to overcome this virus.
Support national leaders, that with wisdom, solicitude and generosity they may
come to the aid of those lacking the basic necessities of life and may devise
social and economic solutions inspired by farsightedness and solidarity.
Mary Most Holy, stir our consciences, so that the enormous funds invested in
developing and stockpiling arms will instead be spent on promoting effective
research on how to prevent similar tragedies from occurring in the future.
Beloved Mother, help us realize that we are all members of one great family and
to recognize the bond that unites us, so that, in a spirit of fraternity and
solidarity, we can help to alleviate countless situations of poverty and need.
Make us strong in faith, persevering in service, constant in prayer.
Mary, Consolation of the afflicted, embrace all your children in distress and pray
that God will stretch out his all-powerful hand and free us from this terrible
pandemic, so that life can serenely resume its normal course.
To you, who shine on our journey as a sign of salvation and hope, do we entrust
ourselves, O Clement, O Loving, O Sweet Virgin Mary. Amen.
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Let’s stay connected to each other!
As we face the next coming months together, staying indoors to keep safe,
we must stay connected. We must keep our spirits up and support each other
mentally and spiritually.
Community Help: Apologies, but we are not allowed to do anything
collectively as a parish. It has been suggested by the diocese that anyone
wanting to help should contact the government led initiatives in their area.
Leicester City Council - Contact and Response Team if needed. Telephone
0116 454 1004 or email: contact-response@leicester.gov.uk. VAL (Voluntary
Action Leicestershire) - visit https://www.volunteerleicestershire.org.uk/
0116 257 5050

VACANCY: Director of Adult Formation for Mission: The Diocese of Nottingham
seeks to appoint a Director of Adult Formation for Mission to work with the Bishop
of Nottingham and the Parishes of the Diocese to lead the creation and delivery of
opportunities for adult formation, promoting the Diocesan Vision and Mission and
the three themes of Encounter, Discipleship and Missionary Discipleship. This
would suit a committed Catholic, qualified in theology, catechetics,
evangelisation or pastoral ministry, experienced in leading catechesis and
evangelisation and with a passion for the mission of the Church. Salary: £45,000 £50,000 dependant on qualifications and experience. For more information and an
application pack email: office@dioceseofnottingham.uk. Closing date 25 May
2020. Post is not being collected during this time, please email or call 0115 9531162.
300 Club Results: 26th April £100 Mr M Waldron (148). £50 P Vu (147).
(188). £25 Mrs S O’Donnell (68), Mr A Hunt (36).
Safeguarding Training Online
The Catholic Church offers FREE Safeguarding Training with a certificate on
completion that evidences training towards Continuous Professional
development (CPD) provided by EduCare. EduCare is an independent
organisation offering high quality online safeguarding training.
We all have a role to play in safeguarding children, young people or adults who
may be at risk and it is for this reason that the Catholic Church in England and
Wales has worked with EduCare to bring you an e-learning package that will raise
awareness throughout the Catholic Community in our countries. The e-learning
package is part of the Church’s commitment to safeguarding, and is available to
all members of the Catholic community free of charge.
Modules available are:
1. Child Protection
3. Online safety
5. Safeguarding Adults

2. Child Protection Refresher 2019
4. Mental Capacity
6. Safeguarding Adults Refresher

Included in each module are links to the latest research, resources,
legislation, and guidance to support your learning.
To register for EduCare online training, please email
jane.black@dioceseofnottingham.uk with the following details:
- Your name
- email address
- your parish/Order/congregation
- your role
You will be registered with EduCare, who will then send you a welcome
email.

OFFERTORY & SPECIAL COLLECTIONS DURING THE CORONAVIRUS CRISIS
Some parishioners have asked how they can continue to make their offerings
during the period our churches are closed. This is much appreciated; our Parish
needs your continued support at this time. Coronavirus has raised some very
particular financial challenges for us. Not only do we have no plate and envelope
collection but we cannot hire out our parish rooms either. We must, however,
continue to pay for essentials such as our priests’ living expenses, the upkeep of
our buildings and other ongoing costs.
Of course, we realise that the current emergency is affecting many people’s
income and they may not be able to continue their level of offerings. If this is
the case, we fully understand, and our prayers are with you.
If you currently pay by standing order, this will continue as usual unless you tell
your bank to change it.
If you usually give by envelope or via cash in the collection, you could now
donate via your online or telephone banking. You can either make individual
payments whenever you like, or you can set up a regular gift by Standing Order.
This can be stopped at any time, for example, if you wish to resume giving by
cash or envelope once Sunday Mass is resumed.
For the purposes or setting up a regular gift via your online banking, the parish
bank details are:
Account Name: MOTHER OF GOD LEICESTER RCP
Account number: 01538822
Sort code: 30-94-97
Please put your name (e.g. D SMITH) in the payment reference so we know the
gift is from you. This is particularly important if we have a signed gift aid
mandate from you. If you normally use numbered gift aid envelopes you should
quote your envelope number as the payment reference (so D SMITH, the holder
of envelope 19, would quote D SMITH ENV 19).
If you are a UK taxpayer, you also have the option of adding Gift Aid, whereby
the UK government adds a further 25% to your donation. Anyone wishing to set
up a new Gift Aid arrangement should contact the parish office via email
MOGPARISH@GMAIL.COM as we are not able to process the usual paper
applications at this time. If you would like help to pay in this way, please simply
email MOGPARISH@GMAIL.COM. Please provide your name and telephone
number so that we can contact you.
Our parish relies on donations to stay open and provide care and support to
everyone in our community. Now more than ever, please consider giving
generously to support our mission and ministry. Thank you for your support.

