Dear Parishioners,
During this Advent we are confronted again with the question so vital for us
Christians: what place are you giving Christ in your life? Are you close to him? One
thing is sure: he is near to us. Do we try to see him, to recognize him in the many
forms he is present among us: in our neighbour, in nature, in the events of life, even
in our troubles and his own silence? We have to become vigilant to his presence, not
only in our own little world but in the Church and in the wide world. Today we pray
in the Eucharist: come, Lord, show yourself; be visible among us.
People often dream about a beautiful world without worries or pain. We know that
our world will never be such a paradise. Imperfection is the mark of our world and of
every human being. But Advent reminds us of this: let God come into our world and
let him enter our lives; then everything will be better. And God came: he is here
with us in Jesus. With him we can make this world not yet a paradise but at least
much better if with him we learn to bear the pain of the evil in this world and fight
it with all our might. Then it may become a sign of the paradise of heaven. Let Jesus
fill us with that hope and strength.
Advent is our season of waiting for the coming of Jesus, our Lord. Let the Lord come
and activate us, with the blessing of almighty God, that Father, and the Son, and the
Holy Spirit.
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Prayerful regards, Fr.George Thomas
THE FOUR WEEKS OF ADVENT
During the first two weeks of Advent we light the first two purple candles. The Third Sunday of
Advent is called Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday. On this day we celebrate that our waiting for the birth
of Jesus on Christmas day is almost over. Rose is a liturgical colour that is used to signify joy, so we
light the single pink candle on the third Sunday of Advent. Then on the fourth Sunday of Advent,
the final purple candle is lit to mark the final week of prayer and penance as we wait expectantly
for the soon-coming birth of the King of Kings. In modern day adaptations, the white candle is
placed in the middle of the wreath and lit on Christmas Eve. This candle is called the “Christ Candle”
and represents the life of Christ. The colour white is for purity—because Christ is our sinless, pure
Saviour.

Prayer for the Advent Wreath
Lord, our God, we praise You for Your Son, Jesus Christ, for He is Emmanuel,
the Hope of all people. He is the Wisdom that teaches and guides us.
He is the Saviour of us all. O Lord,
let your blessing come upon us as we light
the first (purple) candle of this wreath.
May the wreath and its light be a sign of Christ's promise of salvation.
May He come quickly and not delay.
We ask this in His holy name.
Amen.

Words of the Holy Father
Today Advent begins, the liturgical time which prepares us for Christmas,
inviting us to lift our gaze and open our hearts to welcome Jesus. During Advent
we do not just live in anticipation of Christmas; we are also called to rekindle
the anticipation of the glorious return of Christ — when He will return at the end
of time — preparing ourselves, with consistent and courageous choices, for the
final encounter with Him. We remember Christmas, we await the glorious return
of Christ, and also our personal encounter: the day in which the Lord will call.
During these four weeks we are called to leave behind a resigned and routine
way of life and to go forth, nourishing hope, nourishing dreams for a new future.
This is a favourable time to open our hearts, to ask ourselves concrete questions
about how and for whom we expend our lives.

Readings and Gospel for Sunday 29th November.
1st Reading – Isaiah 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7
You, LORD, are our father, our redeemer you are named forever. Why do you let
us wander, O LORD, from your ways, and harden our hearts so that we fear you
not? Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes of your heritage. Oh, that
you would rend the heavens and come down, with the mountains quaking before
you, while you wrought awesome deeds we could not hope for, such as they had
not heard of from of old. No ear has ever heard, no eye ever seen, any God but
you doing such deeds for those who wait for him. 4 Would that you might meet
us doing right, that we were mindful of you in our ways! Behold, you are angry,
and we are sinful; all of us have become like unclean people, all our good deeds
are like polluted rags; we have all withered like leaves, and our guilt carries us
away like the wind. There is none who calls upon your name, who rouses himself
to cling to you; for you have hidden your face from us and have delivered us up
to our guilt.
Responsorial Psalm – Psalms 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.
O shepherd of Israel, hearken, from your throne upon the cherubim, shine forth.
Rouse your power, and come to save us. R.
Once again, O LORD of hosts, look down from heaven, and see; take care of this
vine, and protect what your right hand has planted the son of man whom you
yourself made strong. R.
May your help be with the man of your right hand, with the son of man whom
you yourself made strong. Then we will no more withdraw from you; give us new
life, and we will call upon your name. R.
2nd Reading – 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Brothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always on your account for the grace of
God bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, that in him you were enriched in every
way, with all discourse and all knowledge, as the testimony to Christ was
confirmed among you, so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you
wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will keep you firm to the
end, irreproachable on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, and by
him you were called to fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Gospel – Mark 13:33-37
Jesus said to his disciples: “Be watchful! Be alert! You do not know when the
time will come. It is like a man traveling abroad. He leaves home and places his
servants in charge, each with his own work, and orders the gatekeeper to be on
the watch. Watch, therefore; you do not know when the Lord of the house is
coming, whether in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the
morning. May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping. What I say to you, I
say to all: ‘Watch!'”

An Act of Spiritual Communion can help us and the priests we see online
celebrating Mass in empty Churches frequently encourage us to ask for Our
Lord’s guidance by offering prayers like this one written by St. Alphonsus Liguori
in the 18th century.
My Jesus,
I believe that you are present in this Holy Sacrament
of the altar. I love you above all things and I passionately desire
to receive you into my soul. Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally,
come spiritually into my soul so that I may unite myself wholly
to you now and forever. Amen

Bible Verse of the Day – Jesus said to his disciples, “Be sure of this: if the
master of the house had known the hour when the thief was coming, he would
not have let his house be broken into. You also must be prepared, for at an hour
you do not expect, the Son of Man will come.”
Pope Francis December intention: For a life of prayer. We pray that our
personal relationship with Jesus Christ be nourished by the Word of God and
a life of prayer.
This week we continue to pray for all the people of Leicester, and for
all the places that are in lockdown, for all the sick and housebound people
of the parish. Let also pray for each other.
300 Club: 22nd November: £50 B Hickey (276). £25 A Fox (264), E
Ogundeko (165).
Mondays from 30 November, 7.45pm-9.00pm. Introducing Laudato Si'
You are invited to an Advent series of online talks on Laudato Si', Pope Francis'
encyclical on care the Earth our common home. The series opens with Paul
Bodenham on Reading Laudato Si' with heart, head and hands, and closes with
Sr Margaret Atkins OSA from Boarbank Hall in Lancaster Diocese.
Compass in Advent …preparing for Christmas. Our lives are being turned
upside down at the moment due to Covid-19. Join us to reflect on some of the
characters in the Christmas story whose lives were also radically changed. How
is God speaking to us through these stories today? Each Friday we will focus on
one set of characters. The meeting will also include a sharing of a
contemporary story of vocation/call. There will be time for sharing, questions
and discussion. For young adults 18-35. Fridays - 27th Nov, 4th, 11th, 18th Dec.
At 7pm for one hour. Zoom link: email us on CompassInAdvent@gmail.com. For
the
link
and
for
any
other
information.
Facebook
event: https://bit.ly/CompassInAdvent

Billy Shearer RIP, passed away on Thursday 26th November. Our deepest and
sincere condolences to his family and friends. Funeral details to follow. On
Monday 3rd anniversary Mass for Una Shearer.
During Advent the Mill Hill Missionaries will help us to pause and reflect in
preparation for Christmas. Each Friday you are invited to join us online to
reflect on the Gospel for the upcoming Sunday. Our time of prayer will be at
10.30am each Friday and will last for about 20 minutes. Join us on:
4 December - Fr Gerry Hastie MHM
11 December - Fr Dermot Byrne MHM
18 December - Fr Vincent Oates MHM
Christmas Day - Fr Anthony Chantry MHM (this will be pre-recorded and available
to view from Christmas Eve)
Please do not worry if you cannot make every session, you are welcome to come
along whenever you can. Please invite others to join us for the Advent
Reflection.
They
can
join
by
going
to
the Missio
YouTube
channel: youtube.com/MissioUK. We also hope to make the videos available
online to watch again or share with fellow parishioners.
Prayer to Mary during Coronavirus Pandemic

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope.
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,
who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith firm.
You, Salvation of Your People, know what we need,
and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana of Galilee,
we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial.
Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to conform to the will of the Father
and to do as we are told by Jesus, who has taken upon himself
our sufferings and carried our sorrows to lead us,
through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection.
Under your protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God.
Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial,
but deliver us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. Amen
The Diocese of Nottingham is inviting you to join others from across the
diocese in preparing for and celebrating Christmas.
Praying with Our Lady through Advent – We invite you to pray one extra Hail
Mary each day in Advent, asking for Our Lady’s prayers to help all of us as a
diocese, open our hearts and minds to welcome Jesus afresh this Christmas.
She was the first person to welcome Him into her life and her intercession can
help us to draw closer to Him and feel His presence with us anew this
Christmas. Every other day you will be able to watch people from our diocese
pray the Hail Mary in different languages on the diocesan social media sites,
search for Diocese of Nottingham or Bishop Patrick McKinney on Twitter,
Facebook and YouTube.
Living Advent Podcast – Living Advent is a weekly podcast series throughout
Advent exploring the virtues of Hope, Love, Joy & Peace with people from
across the diocese and how we can live them out. We speak to a young
husband and father, a musician, a retired social worker and a police officer.
You can find it on your usual podcast service by searching ‘Living Advent

Podcast’ or visit www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/podcasts for links on how to
stream or download it.
Diocesan Carol Service – Carol services are a wonderful family tradition of our
Advent and Christmas celebrations, and often are a great opportunity to invite
those who are not regular Churchgoers to connect with our parish or chaplaincy
community. This can be quite challenging to do this year so we are offering a
virtual diocesan carol service. We will celebrate a short online carol service on
Friday 18th December at 6pm on Bishop Patrick’s YouTube Channel
(https://www.youtube.com/BishopPatrickMckinney) with readings, music,
prayers and reflections. Please join us as a family and invite others to join us
too. After the service grab a mince pie, something warm to drink and join us
on zoom for our family Christmas Quiz (6:45pm-7:15pm). The link and access
code will be given out during the service.
‘Being a disciple web series’ – January is a time when we try and work at
being a better person, why not explore how we can be a grow as a disciple of
Jesus? On the 4 Thursdays of January we will explore a different aspect of
what it means to be a Catholic disciple with Brendan Thompson the CEO of
Catholic Voices in a web series on Zoom. Catholic Voices are an international
organisation that shares the Good News in the global media. This will be a
great foundation for parishes, chaplaincies and individuals to explore how we
can support each other in growing as Catholic disciples. Register for the series
here:https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMrcuygqjwpGdNBRC5NIQ46Eu1bleEg
246A’ For information on how to access things on zoom visit:
https://www.dioceseofnottingham.uk/information/diocesancommissions/01_commission-adult-formation/using-zoom
Parish Finances

A letter from the Diocesan Finance Secretary has been received by all parishes
in the Diocese. The letter has been sensitively written, aware and empathising
with many Parishioners, whose jobs may not be there for them, and the
resulting consequences for many in the future. He also writes about Parish
income at this time, with our Church doors closed and no public services, no
Masses on Sundays, no Parish income. He is fully aware that Churches and
Church property has to be maintained, that bills will have to be paid etc. etc.,
and all this despite no regular parish income at this time. He realises that
many parishes may struggle.
He has suggested that perhaps Parishioners, who are regular givers to the
Church plate, either by weekly envelope or by cash directly into the Collection
basket, might consider, if they are in a position to do so, of paying by direct
debit from their bank account. This would ensure a continuous income for the
parish on a weekly basis, and would help to alleviate the current financial
income for the Parish.
For those who might like to do so, or to consider that possibility.
Our Account Name: MOTHER OF GOD LEICESTER RCP Account number: 01538822 - Sort code: 30-94-97.

Please include your name as a reference so that we know where the funds
have come from and what they are for. Thank you for your attention and
consideration to this possibility.

