Cardinal Nichols: The virtues of faith, hope and charity in 2022
Cardinal Vincent Nichols offers a reflection for 2022 looking at the virtues of faith, hope and
charity.
As a new year dawns, we look for hope. Surely this next year can’t be as bad as the one to
which we’ve said ‘goodbye’? There are two versions of hope worth pondering.
One is that hope comes when we can look forward to an uncertain future from the basis of
a secure present. The unknown prospects of what is to come do not cause us too much
anxiety because we are well equipped to face them – individually and as a society. This is
the pragmatic version of the virtue of hope.
The second version is a reverse image of the first. Hope is the capacity to face an uncertain
present on the basis of an utterly secure future. No matter what happens today or tomorrow,
the long-term future is secure because it is promised by something beyond the ebbs and
flows of ‘outrageous fortune’. This is the Christian virtue of hope, founded on the promises
of God made visible in Jesus, the Christ, whose coming we are celebrating.
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Charity demands that we act without counting the cost, putting the present needs of others
way ahead of our own current security, acting in a self-sacrificing manner, even going as far
as making a gift of our very life itself. This is the story of every true love, told and illustrated
again and again, constantly transforming the drama of human living.
Such charity points to its deepest roots, in the promise of a secure and totally fulfilling future
in the presence of God for ever. This is the hope given by the Christian faith and enacted in
the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. This hope puts a radically new perspective
on today and the days to come, no matter what they bring. This future is secured. Now I can
act, in any set of circumstance, with a freedom and generosity which flows forcefully from
that promise. This is what saints do.
But we must remember that we constantly see the astonishing goodness, devotion,
perseverance and practical wisdom of so many people, made even more evident during the
hardships of this last year.
As we start a new year, we may well ponder why it is that so many people act in such
generous ways. I firmly believe that it the promptings of the Holy Spirit, that flow of love
pouring out of God, that lies as the deepest source of this service. It goes beyond selfinterest. It is seeking a future beyond the securities of the present, for they have been
shaken. It is the privilege of faith to identify and highlight the well-spring of this goodness:
the radical hope given in the promises of God.
It is also the source of our joy and the best reason for wishing each other a happy New Year.
Cardinal Vincent Nichols, President, Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales
Feasts of the week:
Monday, St Francis de Sales, Bishop. Tuesday, Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle.
Thursday, St. Angela Merici- Holocaust Memorial Day. Friday, St. Thomas Aquinas, Priest.

NRCDT- Registered Charity

Our Schools:
Christ the King Primary - 0116 2857261 - www.ctk.ik.org/p_Home.ikml
English Martyrs' Secondary - 0116 2428880 - www.emschool.co.uk/
Parish Hall Bookings: please contact 07586700914

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

These too versions stand on either edge of the stage of life, summoning us to decide where
to put our trust. They clarify the fundamental options. The choice we make establishes the
direction in which we look, the foundation on which we shape our lives.
But there is a great deal of ‘middle ground’, in which our daily activity takes place. Prudence
demands that we make provision now for future eventualities: insurance and saving schemes,
health provision, all we do in preparation for ‘the rainy day’.
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Updated Omicron Guidance:
Hand Sanitiser will be available at the
entrance. Wearing of face coverings is
obligatory. Congregational singing is
permitted. Holy Communion can be
distributed with distancing.
Some people will be very anxious at the
sudden rise of Covid cases. Please
observe all the rules and keep a
2 metre distance, between each other,
as we take the next big step
towards normality.

Sunday, January 23, 2022 (Third Sunday in Ordinary Time). On September 30, 2019, on
the liturgical memorial of St. Jerome, Pope Francis announced that the Third Sunday in
Ordinary Time would be celebrated as the Sunday of the Word of God. This year it will fall
on Sunday, January 23, 2022. FDLC is pleased to provide the following free resources for
your use: 2022 FDLC Resources for Sunday of the Word of God Download
Words of the Holy Father
Evangelizing the poor: this is Jesus’ mission. According to what he says, this is also the
mission of the Church, and of every person baptized in the Church. Proclaiming the Gospel
with one’s word, and even before, with one’s life, is the primary aim of the Christian
community and of each of its members. Let us ask ourselves: what does it mean to
evangelize the poor? It means first of all drawing close to them, it means having the joy of
serving them, of freeing them from their oppression, and all of this in the name of and
with the Spirit of Christ, because he is the Gospel of God, he is the Mercy of God, he is the
liberation of God, he is the One who became poor so as to enrich us with his poverty.
SECOND COLLECTION TODAY FOR SICK AND RETIRED PRIESTS

Gospel background for Sunday 23rd January 2022

-

Luke 1:1-4;4:14-21

In the synagogue at Nazareth, Jesus reads aloud from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and
announces that this Scripture is now fulfilled.
Today's Gospel reading combines two separate passages taken from the Gospel of Luke. First
we hear the opening verses where Luke establishes the purpose of his Gospel. His style is
typical of polished Greek and Roman literature. In this passage, we learn that Luke may have
written to a specific person, Theophilus; but the word Theophilus may also be a general
reference, functioning as the phrase “Dear Reader” might in contemporary writing. In Greek,
the word Theophilus translates as “lover of God.”
Today's Gospel reading then skips several chapters in which one would find the Infancy
Narratives, Jesus' baptism by John, the temptations Jesus faced in the desert, and the
beginning of Jesus' public ministry. In chapter four of Luke's Gospel, we hear that Jesus is in
his hometown of Nazareth, attending the synagogue on the Sabbath, which is said to be his
custom. In this account, we find another important clue that Jesus lived as a faithful,
observant Jew. We will continue to read from Luke's Gospel in sequence for the next two
Sundays.
As Jesus stands in the synagogue, he reads from the scroll handed to him; it contains the
words of the prophet Isaiah. At this early moment in his ministry, Jesus announces his mission
in continuity with Israel's prophetic tradition. This reading from Isaiah defines Jesus' ministry.
We will find more evidence of this as we continue to read from Luke's Gospel throughout the
year. Jesus' ministry will include bringing glad tidings to the poor, liberty to captives, healing
to the sick, freedom to the oppressed, and proclaiming a year acceptable to the Lord.
Through this text from Isaiah, Jesus announces God's salvation. The “year acceptable to the
Lord” is a reference to the Jewish tradition of Sabbath years and jubilee. The Sabbath year
was observed every seventh year. It was a year of rest when land was left fallow and food
stores were to be shared equally with all. A year of Jubilee was celebrated every fiftieth
year, the conclusion of seven cycles of Sabbath years. It was a year of renewal in which debts
were forgiven and slaves were freed.
This tradition of Jubilee is the framework for God's promise of salvation. And yet in Jesus,
something new begins. Jesus not only announces God's salvation, he brings this salvation
about in his person. Jesus is Yahweh's Anointed One, filled with the Spirit of God. The
Kingdom of God is now at hand. It is made present in Jesus, in his life, death, and
Resurrection. Jesus will send the Holy Spirit so that the Kingdom of God can be fulfilled.
The Holy Spirit is Jesus' gift to the Church. The Holy Spirit enables the Church to continue
the mission of Jesus. When we do what Jesus did—bring glad tidings to the poor, liberty to
captives, healing to the sick, and freedom to the oppressed—we serve the Kingdom of God.
Pope Francis Prayer Intentions for January 2022: For true human fraternity. We pray
for all those suffering from religious discrimination and persecution; may their own rights
and dignity be recognized, which originate from being brothers and sisters in the human
family.
th

300 Club Results: 16 January £50 J Jarvis (193). £25 A Hunt (36), K Scott (1).
Please keep in your prayers all the sick and housebound people of the parish.

‘We Saw His Star in the East’: Monday, 24 January 4pm-5pm. The story of the Magi
visiting the Holy Family in Bethlehem is one very familiar to us. The Magi have sometimes
been seen as a symbol of the world’s diversity – different religions and cultures – that comes
to pay homage to the Christ-child. The story might therefore represent the unity of all
created that God desires. The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity in 2022 has been prepared
by the churches of the Middle East, the history of which was and still is, characterised by
conflict and strife, darkened by injustice and oppression. The Christians of the Middle East
offer these resources conscious that the world shares many of the travails and much of the
difficulties that it experiences and yearns for a light to lead the way to the Saviour who is
the light that overcomes darkness. Register to join us
It is not too late to sign up for our online course exploring work and holiness: 'Daily
Grind to Daily Glory: Encountering Jesus in your daily work'. It will be on the next four
Wednesdays at 7pm. the diocese will be running an online course looking at how we can
encounter Jesus in our daily work and how it can help us to grow in holiness too. We spend
more hours in a week at work than doing most other activities (including going to church) so
let’s make an experience of daily glory rather than a daily grind. Register here:
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsdOGrqjgrGtfjgC5565x7Leig26m2l1zI
Ecological works of mercy. This month's edition of the Catholic News features a thoughtprovoking article by Fr Patrick Bassey (a priest at St Hugh's in Lincoln) about our new diocesan
environmental journey. Following the COP26 climate summit, and the launch of our
environmental policy framework last month, Fr. Patrick proposes ‘seven ecological works of
mercy’. The article comes in three instalments, with part two following in January's issue.
Catholic News is independently published in the Diocese of Nottingham, and is available
online or in parishes which have ordered hard copies. Download Fr Patrick's article. Click for
other editions of Catholic News
Mass Intentions. One of the great gifts we can give to someone is to have a Mass offered
for their intention or for the repose of their soul. To request a Mass please use the
envelopes found at the back of the church. Please state if the Mass is for a deceased
person, birthday or any special intentions. Thank you.

Sign up to receive Grapevine direct to your inbox: click here
In this issue (Grapevine 39)
Local Lives, Global Stories - diaspora experiences of climate change
Caritas seeks a fundraising volunteer / freelancer
New Lenten campaign from CAFOD

A Prayer for our Parish Community
Almighty God, we pray for your blessing on all who share in the life and work of our Church and
Parish: In the ministry of word and sacrament, in teaching and pastoral care, in service to the Diocese
and Deanery. The community and those in need, in ecumenical fellowship and co-operation. We pray
for all members of the congregation, that in their life and work they ma advance your kingdom and bear
witness to your love, shown in your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

